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On Jan. 6, 1867, 25 Nor- unusual to the recent 
wegian Lutherans gath- immigrants who remem- 
ered and organized The bered Norway’s geogra- 
Norwegian Evangelical phy. There, traveling to 
Lutheran Church of Fort church might begin with 
Howard. a long journey by foot fol- 

This forerunner of Trin- lowed by getting into a 
ity Lutheran Church, 330 boat and rowing across 
S. Broadway, Green Bay the fjord, 
erected its first building Originally, all services 
later that year. Located were conducted in Nor- 
across the street from the wegian. By 1911, English 
present church, the struc- services were held twice a 
ture measured 44 feet long month; by 1921, Norwe- 
and 24 feet wide. gian was used only on the 

A total of $350 was first Sunday of each 

pledged to build the month. By 1931, the switch 

church. Many of the early to English was completed, 

members donated their In Norway, a replica of lost. Today a reproduction coats, to the Ladies Aid nizations and a food vian names. A small, for 

carpentry skills. With its a wooden sailing ship made by Gabriel Jorgen- who planned and cooked, pantry. senior-members only, 

white wood siding and a hangs from the celling of son is displayed at the as well as the men who set Trinity was the site of lutefisk dinner occurs 

tall steeple, the building many churches as a church. up chairs and tables. A an early day care center each November. Each 

duplicated a style com- reminder to pray for the Lutefisk (a Norweigian highlight came at the and headquarters for the month Sons of Norway, 

monly seen across the safety of members work- fish dish) might be the meal’s end when a large city’s first neighborhood dedicated to preserving 

Norwegian countryside, ing on ships and as a subject of countless Nor- assortment of special Nor- association. Today’s out- and promoting the Nor- 

There was a big difference memorial to those whose wegian jokes, but the wegian cookies appeared, reach includes a YMCA wegian culture, meets at 

in organization within the lost their lives at sea. In annual fall lutefisk dinner Immigrants still are an after-school program, a the church. The organiza- 

church, however. Norway its early days, Trinity con- was an important fUnd- integral part of the Trini- cooperative tion is over 100 years old. 

had and still maintains a tinued this tradition with raiser for Lutheran ty neighborhood, but their Trinity/YMCA Saturday Monthly meetings are apt 

state church, while in a miniature, three-masted churches throughout the heritage is apt to be Asian morning program for chil- to feature folk art such as 

America the Constitution ship suspended from its Midwest. At the height of or Hispanic. dren and basketball and rosemaling or chip carv- 

proclaimed the separation ceiling. It was a gift from the Trinity tradition, The congregation con- volleyball for Southeast ing, traveling in Norway 

of church and state. a captain on the Great more than 1,800 people tinues its long tradition of Asian youth. or traditional Norwegian 

The Rev. Johan Olsen, Lakes to one of Trinity’s showed up over two con- community service with But the church’s Nor- food, 

the first pastor, preached charter families. In 1915, secutive nights. All seg- programs for the recent wegian roots are not for- 

every third Sunday morn- when the old church was ments of the congregation arrivals. Outreach pro- gotten. A survey of the Written by Bonnie 

ing and evening. An occa- razed, the ship was were involved — from grams have included serv- membership directory Vastag with assistance 

sional service was not removed and somehow teen-agers who checked ing as a site for immu- reveals many Scandina- from Richard A. Solboe. 


Throughout this year of Wiscon¬ 
sin's Sesquicentennial celebration, 
the Press-Gazette 
will publish a 
series of stories 
on local histo- /§/ 
ry. This fea- [z[ (KW# ]o) 
ture, prepared I r iV Jsf 
with the assis- N&jyjWc/ 
tance of the 

Brown County His- ^ 

torical Society, will appear on Mon¬ 
days. 
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Trinity Lutheran’s third pastor, Rev. Adolph Peterson, traveled many mites 
each week by horse and buggy to serve several congregations, including 
Trinity. His salary was $450 a year. Donations sometimes included oats for 
his horse. A replica of a sailing vessel hangs from the ceiling in this 1886 pic¬ 
ture. The ship was dedicated to the memory of the Norwegian sailors and 
shipbuilders who helped organize the original congregation. 
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